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with The Band of Drifters

The & t é“ an Thomas k a seif-prociaimed permanent driftor who's
! vockly T Y & been passing through Montana for the kst nine yoars,
@ but now calls Livingston, Montana, home. Fortunatoly,
% he's found a band to bring his gritty, crooning country
<5 music to life. With songwriting, loping
a riyythms and pedal stoel, the Driftors execute this often-
&

attompted style with rare panache. Mountain Outiaw
connected with Thomas in September a2 he was
finkzhing a towr In his homatown of Knoxville, Tennessee.

an Thomas: | was touring through, in 2007, just doing
a solo tour on my way out to the West Coast. A booking
agent hooled me up with Danny Freund and we played
a gig at the Murrayy Bar and then [Bozerman's] Alling
Station. For a while | was half-and-half. Then ower the
yoars | kept staying in Montana longer and longer.

IT: Thare's about 25 drifters In my band of drifters these
day= | ke It boecause It keeps the sound fresh for me
and keeps the music changing and alive. it allows me
the freadom to move arcund the country llke | need to
do. 'm the only real permanaent drifter.

IT: | would 3y they're more similar than different.
They're both dancing reglons—it's a very different
experience than playing for crowds that are sitting
down. Thay alzo have mountains in common, but
thay're very difforent kinds of mountains. But 'm more
sulted to this place, and | fucking love it

IT: You know, this is 2 very musical region of the country.
I's easy to find places to play with the bars in LMingston
and [Paradise Valioy's] Pine Crock and Follow Yer' Nose

and the Oid Saloon. Montana really scems to be picking
up musically.

IT: 'm kinda wrapping up my yoear and headed back to
Montana now. Then, not traveling much. it'l be a good
mix of playing cut locally and woodshedding. I'd ke to
get a studio project done with this band. 'm hoping to
have a recoed that has all the driftors on K, or at least
the core ones.

Car Seat Headrest or ry 26, and
an Reggle Watts on January 27

IT: | love the kazoo because | first started playing music
on the street, and that was how | met people and
learned to play. | spent yoars playing on the stroets
unampiiied and the kaxoo & loud, so that was really
helphl
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